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Abstract

The impact of the social relationships on
married immigrant women’s multiple burdens:
Focusing on the relationships that act as ‘hard

shells’ and ‘wings’

Sujeong Yu*-Cheong-ah Lee**

The purpose of this study is to derive social welfare implications for
well-being and multiple burdens relief by revealing the social relationship
patterns that affect the multiple burdens of married immigrant women. To
this end, a case study was conducted on six married immigrant women.
We analyzed the social relationships that affect their multiple burdens by
comparing married immigrant women who are adapting to Korea to
pupae waiting for becoming butterflies. As a result of the study, the social
relationships that act as “hard shells” for married immigrant women
intensified their burden as mothers, daughters-in-law, wives, and foreigners.
On the other hand, it was found that social relationships, which are
emotional, material, and information support, act as ‘wings and play roles
in alleviating their multiple burdens. It shows that the newly formed social
relationships of married immigrant women after immigration have
important effects on their multiple burdens. Therefore, it suggested setting
program’s direction for gender-equality in the home, conducting cultural
adaptation education based on mutual respect, and revising policies to
expand self-help groups between indigenous and married immigrant
women.

Keywords : married immigrant women, social relationships, multiple

burdens, case study
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