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Abstract

Low-childbirth Era and Intersectional Inequality
in the Transition to Adulthood for Young Adults

Jin-Hee, Choi*

This study seeks to identify the characteristics of the transition to
adulthood among young adults today through a comparison of the
changes in the transition to adulthood in the 20s and 30s over the past
30 years. For this purpose, the 2% sample data of the Population and
Housing Census in the three periods of 1990, 2005, and 2020 were
compared, and the life course analysis and entropy index-based methods
(Fussell, 2005; Modell, Furstenberg & Hershberg, 1976 & Fussell, 2005)
were applied. The main findings are as follows. Women's educational
experience was no different from that of men, but the inability to
maintain a working career after employment and the negative and
conflictual relationship between employment and family formation for
women have not changed over the past 30 years. Nevertheless, the
‘feminine’ transition path that was organized around the family has
decreased. The impact of class in defining the transition to adulthood has
grown, with those at the lower end of the spectrum increasingly
combining schooling and employment from the start of young adulthood,
and those at the upper end of the spectrum delaying family formation due
to prolonged career formation, but more compressing the transition to
marriage and parenthood. The cumulative results of the differential
impact of inequality in the opportunity structure based on class and
gender, which has been established since the beginning of one’s youth, are
being seen in the area of family formation among the current young people.
Is the differentiation of transition to adulthood due to the current low rate of
family formation among young people simply an extension of the transition
period in which family formation is delayed until the 30s or later, or is it
the starting point to blur the boundaries between youth and adulthood
and to redefine the meaning of adulthood? The possibility is open.

Keywords : transition to adulthood, intersectional inequality, gender,

class, low childbirth, Population and Housing Census
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