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Abstract

Study on the Improvement of Employment
Conditions of Women Lawyers

Seon-Yong Park
Hyo-Jean Song
Min-Jeong Kang
Seug-Hee Yoon
Mi-Jin Ko
Sook-Hee Kim
Jung-Hye Son
Jung-Ah Chun

In 2012, women lawyers compose of 15.9% (2,022 people) of total
lawyers and this increase trend is expected to continue since the
introduction of the law school system. Nevertheless, because
male-oriented norms are firmly maintained in the legal profession, the
reality is that the situation is very discriminatory to the women lawyers
who are burdened with the birth and work and family reconciliation.

Because of the particularity of the profession as a lawyer, women
lawyers do not ask for the gender discrimination improvement and work
and family reconciliation. As a result, it is not the subject of political
interest. Thus, Women Lawyers Special Committee of the Korean Bar
Association and the Korean Women's Development Institute plan this
study for the purpose of jointly identifying the status of women
lawyers’ employment environment and coming up with the ways to

improve it, and by examining of the newly introduced law school’'s
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impact on the environment of the female lawyers’ employment, coming

up with the ways to improve law school system from the gender

sensitive viewpoint.
In order to investigate the actual conditions of women lawyers
employment, surveys and focus group interviews (FGI) were conducted
of women lawyers, and in order to see the impact of the law school
system on the environment of women lawyers’ employment, in—depth

interviews were conducted of the 1st female law school graduates.
On the results of survey for the women lawyers, 87.7% responded

disadvantages compared to the male lawyers in the step of employment

and 77% responded disadvantages in the step of promotion. As a main
reason of employment discrimination, work and family reconciliation
difficulties (46.8%) was first pointed and the prejudices of men

preference (37.1%) was followed. As the discrimination reasons in the
promotion, the sales force, hosting and the difficulties of network
formation connections such as human connections (36.5%) were highly

pointed.
than 60 hours per week came to 42.4%5, working more than 80 hours

occupied 8.2%. As for the number of overtime, 63.1% came to be at least
three times a week. As for the case of maternity leave, the lack of
experience response was 25.0%. 82.5% of women lawyers responded
that the job as a lawyer gave difficulties in pregnancy and childbirth.

As for the working environment, long working practices and the
heavy workload were pointed out and the proportion of working more

In the result of focus group interviews (FGI) to the women lawyers,
women lawyers responded that they were considered less favored than
men in the hiring and promotion. Law firm recruitment announcement
turned out to be blatantly preferential treatment to male lawyers and
it was also the case in the interview that the women only got personal
questions, such as marital status and birth plan, and discriminatory
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practices were widespread in the hiring and interview process. As for
the promotion, promotion to the law firm’s partner was not easy for the
women lawyers. As for that reason, to the women lawyers who are
burdened with birth and child-care, long-term tenure is not easy and
bad practices, that entertaining clients management through the sales in
terms of male-dominated relationships are the foundation of our society,
are pointed out. In the case of law firm, long labor itself is evaluated as
working ability in the male-oriented culture. Also, work and family
reconciliation is not easy.

As the vacation was virtually taboo, response showed that work was
preferred to the personal life and statutory holidays were not used. As
for the pregnancy and childbirth, because law firms have negative
attitude and unfair treatment such as recommendation to receive unpaid
leave instead of maternity leave and explicit retirement pressure, many
women lawyers choose to put off marriage and pregnancy as much as
possible and choose to give birth before practicing.

As for the future career, because women lawyers face the extreme
situation contemplating the options for the workplace or family in recent
years, women lawyers is growing to choose private companies and
public institutions and private colleges. However, because compared to
income of law firms, these in—house lawyers’ income decreases and it
is not the mainstream of the organization, a lack of long—term vision
is pointed out as drawbacks.

After law school system was introduced, the first law school lawyers
were discharged and the proportion of women lawyers was 41.01% (596
people) in 2012. The result of in-depth interviews to the female law
school graduates showed that they experience gender discrimination
case in the interview and hiring process, such that they were not hired
even just because of their gender.

Law school graduates need to have six months of obligatory work
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study, and in-depth interview to the law school graduates interviewer
shows that during the obligatory work study period, female law school
graduates, despite that they are lawyers but in the position of intern
employment, express their hardships that they undergo a double torture
experience in relation to the most low-wage work and long hours, and
after that, they once again experience gender discrimination in the
course of employment. In addition, cases show that because they need
to fill in the duty period, even though sexual harassment may be
exposed during the work study period but they are in the absolute weak
position, they do not even protest for that.

The symptoms occur that a number of female law school graduates
rush to the government, public institutions and the reason for that is
that in recruiting and working environment of public agencies, there is
less gender discrimination, and work and family reconciliation 1is
relatively better that excellent women lawyers prefer them. It is
analyzed that new high gender discrimination barriers of small and
medium-sized law firms, private offices make women lawyers rush to
the public institutions, such as balloon effects. In a sense that advancing
their legal experts in various fields is fit for expending the legal fields
and general public can have expanded legal services, it meets the intent
of law school but the concerns are that in the legal fields, the areas is
fossilized according to the gender.

Improvement plans for the environment of women lawyers’
employment are as follows. First, the hired lawyers should be
recognized as workers, and standardized labor contracts and work rules
should be propagated. Second, enabling the personnel system to fill the
vacancies caused by the birth should be introduced. Third, flexible
working hours system and workload adjustments system should be
introduced. Fourth, for maternal protection of women lawyers and work

and home balance, a permanent mechanism should be installed in the
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Korean Bar Association. Fifth, building up a network among women
lawyers is necessary. Sixth, gender statistics on the employment of
women lawyers’ status should be made and it should be the basis of the
survey data. Last, seventh, monitoring and manual in the hiring and
interview should be made and supplied to prevent gender discrimination.

Law school improvement plans in the gender perspective are as
follows: First, in the disclosure of law school graduates’ employment
status, gender statistics should be made and published. Second, the
obligatory work study system, in which law school graduates stand as
an absolute weaker, should be improved. That can be made by unifying
work study institutes as one or by preparing grievance settlement
organization for the unjust treatment or the plan that obligatory work
study should be performed before law school graduation can be
considered. Third, even though the proportions of the female law school
graduates are more than 409 for each year, the average proportion of
female professors in the law school is only 13%. Therefore, the
expansion of female professors who can serve as mentors of female law
school students is required. Fourth, the training of prevention of sexual
harassment in the workplace of the legal profession needs to be
effectively strengthened, as well as feminist jurisprudence education
should be systematically made for the preliminary lawyers in the law

school. Also, raising awareness of gender equality is necessary.
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