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1906 3,661 1975 32,434
1909 9,568 1977 31,888
1910 11,818 1979 30,610
1918 21,894 1980 29,254
1919 18,588 1983 27,321
1920 23,989 1985 24,742
1927 50,056 1988 23432
1930 69,109 1990 22,842
1941 73274 1996 23,283
1943 82,661 1997 23,150
1952 17,687 1999 22,985
1954 22,090 2002 21,782
1964 29,462 2004 22,285
1968 30,810 2005 22178
1970 31918 2007 27,040
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Indo-European Languages

Asian and Pacific Island
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Abstract

Current Status and Future
Direction of Cultural Policy for
Multicultural Society

Yi-Seon Kim
In-Soon Kim
Christian J. Park
Chang—-Ho Lee

With the increasing visibility of migrants in South Korean society the
need to reconsider the existing cultural order of South Korea based on
the concept of ‘homogeneous nation’ is becoming paramount. This
research is a response to such a need. As part of the attempts to
illuminate any possible agenda that may arise around the issues of
diversity and difference as more and more people with different cultural
backgrounds interact each other, this research seeks to find policy
alternatives. Specifically, this research seeks to identify particular and
general aspects of the process in which South Korean society is moving
toward a multicultural society and the cultural issues mostly likely to
arise in the future or have already manifested. It also attempts to
present a future direction of cultural policy through a review of the
current status of cultural polices related to multiculturalism.




Until recently, South Korean society was characterized as an
exceptional example of a society composed of a homogeneous nation in
the world. However, South Korea is now faced with a challenge of
transforming itself into a multicultural society in light of the fact that
there are an increasing number of ‘new’ migrants seeking residency in
South Korea. Of course, considering the fact that a transition to a
multicultural society takes a long time with various stages of challenges
and responses, South Korean society is still at an enfant stage as it
only just began to question the myth of mnational and cultural
homogeneity.

Since 2006, the South Korean government began to implement
numerous policies to support migrants’ integration into the mainstream
culture and to raise awareness on minorities under the name of
‘multicultural policies.” Nevertheless, existing policies have several
important limitations. First, they define diversity as a negative factor at
both individual and societal levels, thus, failing to present a positive
vision on migrants and multicultural society. Second, instead of seeking
a new paradigm that rises to the socio-demographic and cultural
changes, they put priority on integration to the existing social order.
Third, they treat migrants and Koreans as two separate groups faced
with different challenges. Fourth, they disseminate a static and distorted
perspective on culture by using the names like multicultural education
and multicultural festivals equating nations with cultures. Such a
perspective may hinder any attempt to create a new relationship fitting
for new social changes. Unfortunately, the government lacks any
counter-measure. Fifth, the direction and policies to eliminate social
prejudices against migrants and promote intercultural communication are
ambiguous and at most inadequate.

For the realization of a position order of multicultural society, this




research recommends the following. First, moving away from the
tendency to equate culture with each sending country and the
mechanical and static approach of making difference an absolute in
favor of a policy paradigm that emphasizes communication and process
is recommended. Second, the perspective of treating Koreans and
migrants as separate groups must be avoided and the inclusive subject
of a multicultural society must be identified. Third, a cultural policy to
promote multicultural citizenship must be implemented. Fourth, support
for programs promoting intercultural communication must be increased.
Fifth, a concept of cultural rights for migrants must be defined. From a
long-term perspective, a preliminary study for a clear position of the
government on cultural rights of minority at a community level should
be carried out with an expectation of the formation of ethnic
communities.

Keywords: multicultural society, cultural policy, cultural right,

multicultural citizenship, intercultural communication




ZH-AZAE T35 HASHTEAM 08-17-06
2008 AFEIM-2-5

etz o] oS Y%
ZoPga Wy wE Wy

2008 128 29 ol
20084 128 31 Ll

2ol - 2 B B
Gy RN
MEA SHT HE2 276 EHE 1-363)
M3} [ 02-3156-7000 (fX)
ol : THET 552 3
M3} [ 02-313-7593 (%)
ISBN 978-89-8491-269-4 94330 <Z™7} 15,000 &>

978-89-8491-264-9 94330 (M E)



