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19 4.4 42.2 32.0 28.3 47.6 46.4
29 50.8 50.3 54.0 61.4 44.8 49.0
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Abstract

Types and Affecting Factors of Job Quality
Changes in Women during pregnancy and the
parenting period : precarious work and career

breaks

In Sun Choi*-So-Young Lee™*

The purpose of this study is to identify the (representative) type of women’s
job quality changes trajectory during pregnancy and the parenting period
and to find out factors affecting on the trajectory type. This study used data
from Korean Labor & Income Panel Study(5th-23rd). Using the group-based
trajectory method, it examined the trajectory of changes in women's job
quality for 10 years(from one year before and nine years after childbirth).

As a result, we identified five trajectory types: @ leavers, @ delayed career
breaks, ® precarious work entry, @ precarious work maintenance &
unprecarious work maintenance. The key findings are as follows, first, if
women continued to work without career breaks, the quality of jobs is
maintained. Second, re-entering after career breaks strengthened precarious
work. Third, once women's job quality declines, it is difficult to obtain
unprecarious work. Fourth, the higher the number of children, the higher
the possibility of choosing ‘delayed career breaks and ‘precarious work
entry’. Fifth, high household income accounts for ‘unprecarious work
maintenance’, and low household income explains ‘precarious work entry’.
The findings of this study implies that policies that can maintain work
regardless of childbirth should be prioritized. Also, in order for career
breaks to no longer intensify precarious work, a vocational program that
reflects women's job needs must be developed. This is a critical time to
change the relationship between childbirth and women's employment into

a positive one.
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