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Abstract

A Study of the Status and Role of the Managers

of Japanese Comfort Stations

Jeongsook Kang*

The contractors involved in mobilizing military ‘comfort woman' and the
managers of the military comfort stations played an important role under
the operation of the Japanese military ‘comfort woman’' system. They were
actually involved in the mobilizing of the ‘comfort woman' and managing
of the military comfort stations.

Continuously, the managers were blamed for the problems occurred in
the system of the Japanese military ‘comfort woman’ because of the ones
trying to reduce or evade their responsibility to the managers. Therefore,
it is very important to clarify the status and role of the managers who
worked under the regulations of the Japanese military ‘comfort woman’
system. Data from the Japanese military's official documents and oral
documents of the related people to the military ‘comfort woman' were
used to clarify this.

This article analyzed 1) the regulations of the Japanese military and
terms used to call the managers, 2) the perspective of the civilian military
workers and military ‘comfort woman’ towards the managers.

The research results confirm that the Japanese military saw military
comfort stations as the affiliated facilities of the Japanese military as it is
regulated in the field canteen regulations. Also, the managers of the
military comfort stations were organized with not just mere civilians but
also civilian military workers and even soldiers, which means the managers
had to meet the demands of the Japanese military.

Keywords : military comfort station, contractors, managers, custodians,
Japanese ‘comfort women’, civilian workers in the military,

army facilities, the field bulletins regulations
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